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Let’s Get Started:
Think About The Past Yearbooks at School:
1. What did the cover look like?
2. Did it relate to concept that carried through the book? It could be words, shape, 

concept?
3. Was there an overall concept/theme?
4. What was the theme, it you think there is one?
5. Do you like the theme? Why or why not?
6. Could/Would you do something different with this theme?

If You Do Not Remember The Yearbook, Think About The Last School Dance or 
Last Courtwarming/Homecoming Week
1. Was there a theme of concept for the event? This would be a theme similar to a 

yearbook theme.
2. Did you like the theme? What would have done differently.



Important Terminology For This Lesson
THEME - A verbal statement and a visual look which tie all parts of the yearbook together. 
The theme should fit your school and your year.

OPENING - The first two to four pages (or more) of the yearbook which introduces the
theme.

DIVIDER - A spread used to separate each of the sections of the yearbook. A divider is 
usually theme related in design and the copy links the main theme to the ensuing section.

SPIN-OFF - A “mini theme” used as a section title. Spinoffs may help carry the theme 
throughout the book.



Keys to a Yearbook Theme?

1. List what is unique to your school this year.

2. Check the list of themes here. But, make it work for you.

3. Make sure it is memorable and flexible enough to be developed into sidebar mods.

4. Keep the visuals – type, colors, shapes and patterns – consistent throughout the book.

5. Decide how to carry the theme through the book. Put it on the cover, endsheets, title page, opening, dividers, 

mini-magazine, sectional graphics, folios and index.

6. Develop mini themes for coverage mods within traditional or unique sections.

7. Create mock-ups of the theme pages and hang them around the room. Live with the theme for a few days to decide on 

final details.

8. Brainstorm coverage ideas to use throughout the book and promote the theme/concept.

9. Create a stylebook to ensure consistency. Consider all type treatments for headlines, copy, captions, mods, profiles and 

folios.

10. Incorporate the theme with sales campaigns to hint at the theme/concept without giving it away.

https://yearbookdiscoveries.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/7017_Themes_07_16.pdf


Evaluating Yearbook Themes

Answer these for each of the next three slides:
1. What is the theme?
2. How is that worked into the cover?
3. How is that worked into the rest of the book?
4. What shapes, colors, concept is used and how is it used on other pages?









Practice - Making a Yearbook Theme

1. First, make a list of words that relate to your school and your students.
2. Begin to brainstorm themes (can be based off that list, off the colors of the 

school, off the mascot, off trends, etc.)
3. Pick your three top themes and do the following:
a. What is the theme?
b. What does it mean to you?
c. What do think a cover might look like? Colors? Design? Texture?
d. What concepts, shapes, colors, would you carry through the book?
e. How would you carry this theme throughout the book?
● These ideas can help in brainstorming themes for future books.



Resources/Other Important Articles on the Subject
https://www.walsworthyearbooks.com/galleries/2019-theme-gallery/

https://yearbooklife.com/yearbook-themes/

http://wmsyerds.weebly.com/theme-ideas.html

https://www.pinterest.com/shspub/yearbook-theme-ideas/

https://www.walsworthyearbooks.com/galleries/2019-theme-gallery/
https://yearbooklife.com/yearbook-themes/
http://wmsyerds.weebly.com/theme-ideas.html
https://www.pinterest.com/shspub/yearbook-theme-ideas/

